
BRIGHT BEGINNINGS
START HERE
YMCA CHILD CARE @ ST. PETER’S



BUILDING A FOUNDATION FOR LEARNING
At the Y, preschoolers experience early literacy and learn about their world 
and school-age kids make friends, learn new skills and do their homework.  We 
provide experiences that enhance and enrich each child’s cognitive, language, 
social, emotional, physical, and creative development. Our programs go beyond 
minimum Ohio licensing standards by participating in Step Up To Quality (SUTQ) 
demonstrating a commitment toward providing quality care and education. Most 
importantly, children learn how to be their best selves. That makes for confident 
kids today, and contributing and engaged adults tomorrow.

Children are like sponges—they watch and absorb 
knowledge, skills and values from everything and 
everyone around them. At the Y, we believe the values 
and skills learned early on are vital building blocks 
for quality of life and future success.  That’s why our 
early learning, preschool and afterschool programs 
are staffed with people who understand the cognitive, 
physical and social development of kids, the need 
children have to feel connected and supported in 
trying new things and the caring and reinforcement 
parents and families need to help each other. 

At the YMCA Child Care programs at St. Peter 
in Chains School, we emphasize five character 
values: Faith, Caring, Honesty, Respect and 
Responsibility.
We teach these values through day-to-day 
experiences, activities and lessons.

ABOUT ST. PETER IN 
CHAINS SCHOOL
At St. Peter in Chains School, 
faith formation and a strong 
academic program go hand- 
in-hand.  We are a Catholic 
elementary school located 
in the residential West 
Hamilton area.

The shared Christian heritage 
of St. Peter’s School and 
the YMCA ensures mission 
alignment while fostering in 
our youth a love for God, a 
deep sense of morality and 
a commitment to serving 
others. We welcome students 
of all faiths or no religious 
affiliation at all. 

Financial aid is available to 
those who qualify.



FEES
Before & After School- $18/day | Before or After Only- $15/day
YMCA Members benefit from a $2/day rate reduction.
County child care vouchers are accepted.

HOURS
The morning session begins at 6:30am and runs until school begins. 
The program starts back up immediately after school and ends at 
6:00pm. We follow the school calendar for holidays and school 
closures. On School Days Out, full day child care for school age 
students will be provided at the YMCA branch, families will need to 
register at least one week in advanced for scheduled days out.

Before & Afterschool Enrichment at the Y is about more than 
looking after kids. It’s about nurturing their development, by 
providing a safe place to learn foundational skills, develop healthy, 
trusting relationships and building self-reliance.

• Lesson plans are based on Ohio Academic Standards
• Staff lead and participate in group activities including 

STEM activities, homework assistance and arts & 
crafts

• Children will have daily outdoor & large motor play
• Afternoon snack provided
• Staff members serve as positive role models and           

provide care that is supportive, nurturing, warm and 
responsive to each child’s needs

YMCA B.A.S.E
Before & After School Enrichment



At the YMCA Preschool at St. Peter in Chains, parents have the 
option of enrolling their child in either full day or part day preschool, 
both with the same curriculum and awesome learning experiences.  
In YMCA Early Learning programs, children will learn in a nurturing 
environment. With highly trained teachers and staff, our premier 
child care centers cater to parents that value their children’s 
education. Our goal is to provide a safe, nurturing, and enriching 
environment for young children to learn, thrive, and grow.  

Our preschool programs are designed to meet the 
developmental needs of young children ages three to five years. 
Each class is designed to foster each child’s ability to develop a 
positive self-concept through a balance of self-directed activities 
and teacher-assisted activities. Opportunities for solitary play, as well as 
group activities are provided. 

YMCA PRESCHOOL @ ST. PETER’S
Full Day Child Care & Part Day Preschool

1. Your child will be ready for kindergarten: Some children have never had a teacher or been in 
a large group of children. Your child will learn to share, take turns and follow directions. That’s 
important when he reaches kindergarten!

2. Your child will develop important social and emotional skills: Teachers help children learn 
how to spend time away from their families. Your child will learn how to solve problems. He will 
learn how to handle emotions like sadness and anger.

3. Your child will be curious and want to learn: Teachers will watch your child and ask him 
questions about what he is doing or what he thinks will happen next. These friendly questions 
will help him be curious about the world around him.

BENEFITS OF A HIGH-QUALITY PRESCHOOL FOR YOUR CHILD



YMCA Child Care programs utilize the Creative Curriculum®, a forward-thinking, 
comprehensive and research-based curriculum. The Creative Curriculum supports 
active learning to inspire each and every child to become a creative, confident thinker. 

In Preschool, students are learning skills to get ready for Kindergarten. Our certified 
teachers utilize the Creative Curriculum for preschoolers, which aligns with the Ohio 
State Standards and helps to refine social and emotional skills. The C.A.T.C.H.© 
program is used to introduce cooperative group games and to encourage children to 
have an active, healthy lifestyle. Learning continues to be individualized to promote 
optimal growth for every child, preparing each child for his or her future.

4. Your child will learn pre-math and reading skills: Every day, your child will take part in 
activities that boost his reading and math learning skills. He will play with games and puzzles 
and look at picture books. These things help him have fun and develop a love of learning.

5. Your child will develop motor skills: Young children are always moving. Your child will have 
a chance to run, climb and play active games to improve her physical abilities. Her fine motor 
skills will improve by using scissors, painting and putting pegs on a board.

6. Your child will increase his language and thinking skills: A child’s vocabulary—the words he 
can use—grows fast between ages 3 and 5. Teachers will show your child new words each day. 
They will help him talk and solve problems. They will involve your child in hands-on activities 
that build his thinking and reasoning skills.



YMCA FULL DAY PRESCHOOL
YMCA Full Day Child Care programs are perfect for the working family or families 
who need child care throughout the day, but still value their child’s education. 
Throughout the day, your child will have opportunities to build relationships and 
play with friends, develop life long learning skills and prepare themselves for 
Kindergarten, with the support of the YMCA’s highly qualified teachers. 

HOURS OF OPERATION
YMCA Early Learning Centers are open year-round, Monday through Friday, 6:30am 
to 6:00pm.

MEALS
Our Early Learning Centers provide a nutritious breakfast, lunch and an afternoon 
snack to all children in our full day programs.

STAFF
Staff members are selected on the basis of their experience, knowledge of early 
education and their desire to work within the YMCA philosophy of childcare. YMCA 
employees are trained in first aid, CPR, communicable disease and child abuse in 
addition to continuing education hours.

Rates
Full Day YMCA Preschool - $185/week

YMCA Members receive a $10/week discount on tuition. 

$50 registration fee per child (non-refundable)



YMCA PART DAY PRESCHOOL

Rates
Two Days -  $160/month, one session
           $320/month, both sessions
Three Days - $180/month, one session
  $360/month, both sessions
Five Days -  $300/month, one session
  $600/month, both sessions

YMCA Members receive a $35/month discount on tuition.

$50 registration fee per child (non-refundable)

Three Days | Monday, Wednesday, Friday
• Morning - 7:45-10:15
• Afternoon - 11:15 - 1:45
• Both - 7:45 - 1:45 (lunch included)

Two Days | Tuesday, Thursday
• Morning - 7:45-10:15
• Afternoon - 11:15 - 1:45
• Both - 7:45 - 1:45 (lunch included)

Five Days | Monday - Friday
• Morning - 7:45-10:15
• Afternoon - 11:15 - 1:45
• Both - 7:45 - 1:45 (lunch included)

YMCA Part Day Preschool programs are perfect for families who don’t need full 
time care, but want their child to benefit from a high-quality preschool. Parents 
may choose to enroll their student two, three or five days per week with a choice 
between AM or PM sessions. Part day preschool follows the school calendar and is 
off when school is out.



TO REGISTER, CONTACT:
AMANDA DUNAWAY

513.868.9622
adunaway@gmvymca.org

www.gmvymca.org/child-care

FOR QUESTIONS ABOUT THE PROGRAM, CONTACT: 
KAREN KRABACHER 

513.760.9563
kkrabacher@gmvymca.org

ST. PETER IN CHAINS SCHOOL
451 Ridgelawn Avenue, Hamilton, OH  45013

513.863.0685 ext.0
www.stpeterinchains.org


