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August 20, 2019 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

I hope you and your family have had an enjoyable summer break.  The excitement and joy of 

summer gives way to the anticipation of new beginnings, as our attention returns to preparing for 

the new school year.  Teachers and staff are looking forward to the return of our students, and we 

welcome 20 new students to our SPS school family for the 2019-20 school year!  Additionally, 

we welcome 17 preschool students through our newly-formed partnership with the YMCA. 

 

Throughout the summer, the entire staff has been busy planning and preparing for the return of 

our students.  This year, we completed the process of upgrading from Smartboards to Smart 

Screens in every classroom.  Renovations on the Science lab are beginning this week with the 

intention of expanding the lab to create a STEM lab/Makerspace.  Our teachers have fully 

embraced the concept of flexible seating, and have been very creative in transforming their 

classrooms into comfortable learning spaces.  Our Preschool and Early Learning Center 

classrooms are fully furnished and the ELC will begin operating on August 26
th

, 6:30am-6:00pm.  

Installation of air conditioning for the preschool rooms and kindergarten has begun.  Our 

Strategic Planning Steering Committee has continued to meet, in order to ensure that our plan 

will be fully implemented over the next five years. 

 

This year, we will begin the School of Faith program as part of our strategic plan.  It is a program 

for forming our faculty and staff as disciples of Jesus and accompanying one another in our 

spiritual journey so that we will be able to better serve the spiritual needs of our students.  The 

Archbishop has greatly encouraged all schools to embrace this program and many already have. 

Some of the most thriving and growing schools in the Archdiocese use this program. It requires 

that we meet as a staff once a month for several hours.  In creating this year’s school calendar, I 

intentionally scheduled the School of Faith dates next to other scheduled days off, when possible, 

in order to give families a couple of days off in a row.  Our instructional hours are not reduced at 

all. In fact, we are completely in line with, and actually exceed, state and Archdiocesan 

requirements.  Keeping Christ as the center of our school requires that each one of us—principal, 

teachers, staff, parents, and students—keep Christ at the center of each of our individual lives.  It 

is the heart of the gospel, and it is the mission of the Church.   

 

During the past school year, we took many opportunities for professional development for our 

teachers at the end of faculty meetings, and many of our teachers spent time in the summer 

brushing up on their skills as well.  New personnel have been hired for this year.  I introduced 
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Miss Jodi Jacobs, our new first grade teacher, and Mrs. Rachel Woods our new office aide 

through Option C.  Their bios are repeated below for the benefit of our new parents: 

 Miss Jacobs graduated in 2017 from Western Governors University with a B.A. in 

Interdisciplinary Studies, and holds an Ohio state license to teach grades Pre-K-5. She 

grew up in West Milton, OH in a tightly-knit family with three siblings. For the past two 

years, Miss Jacobs has enjoyed teaching first and third grades at a Catholic school in 

Kettering, Ohio. She is passionate about helping young people grow, and is very 

delighted when she sees them reach their full potential, both academically and spiritually.  

Miss Jacobs is excited to be joining the St. Peter in Chains community and looks forward 

to meeting coworkers, her students, and their families. Outside of teaching, Miss Jacobs 

enjoys hiking, biking, swimming, reading, gardening, and most especially attending Mass 

with her family at St. Augustine’s Catholic Church in Germantown, OH. 

 With Mrs. Krabacher’s transfer to our Preschool Administrator position, Mrs. Woods will 

be filling Mrs. Krabacher’s former position of working in the office and assisting teachers 

as needed.  Mrs. Woods is a life-long resident of Hamilton and a St. Peter in Chains 

alumni. She graduated from Badin High School in 2000.  Mrs. Woods and her husband, 

Brian, are parishioners at St. Peter’s.  Their son and daughter were baptized here and both 

attend our school.  Mrs. Woods holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Therapeutic 

Recreation. She regularly volunteers in the classroom, serves on the Strategic Planning 

Committee, leads the (Daisy) Girl Scouts, and is very involved in the community.  She is 

very enthusiastic about returning to SPS as part of the team, as well as working with the 

students, parents and families. 

 
I am very excited to announce that we will be going in a new direction with our Spanish program 

this year!  Mrs. Reina will not be returning to St. Peter’s—we’re very grateful for her years of 

service and wish her well in her future endeavors.  We have contracted with Viva Spanish! to 

provide Spanish instruction for our K-8 students.  The curriculum has been designed in reverse 

from a Spanish 1 high school course to develop nine years of instruction that cycle together to 

help maximize outcomes for students. 

 Ms. Hannah Clements will be joining St. Peter in Chains this year as our Spanish teacher 

from Viva Spanish Programs. She is from Fairfield, OH and has always lived in 

Cincinnati, graduating from the University of Cincinnati with a B.S. in Biology and 

Environmental Studies in 2018; she also holds licensure in Spanish Instruction and 

certification in Teaching English as a Foreign Language. Ms. Clements has since worked 

with 4
th

-12
th

 grade in environmental education, as well as elementary and adult English 

Second Language groups. She has been studying and practicing Spanish for 10 years both 

in the classroom and through her travel experiences, including working on a research 

project for 3 months in Mexico and volunteering with non-profit organizations focused 

on elementary education in Nicaragua and Peru. Ms. Clements is passionate about 

language education and is greatly looking forward to instilling the same excitement in her 

students for language learning as she has received from her teachers. 

 

You’ll have an opportunity to meet and learn more about our new staff at Meet the Teacher 

Night.  I’m extremely grateful for our talented, professional, and versatile staff, with whom I 

have been privileged to work these last 4 years.  Their commitment to the teaching profession 

and dedication to our students is incredible! 
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Please join us for a cool treat as we kick off the return to school!  We’ll open our doors on 

Thursday, August 27
th

 for the annual Get the Scoop, 6-8pm. The Kona Ice truck will be here—

each student will receive a free snow cone, and snow cones will be available for purchase for 

parents and siblings.  This is a fun night for everyone.  Students have the opportunity to meet 

their new teachers, find their classrooms, and set up their desks with all those new school 

supplies!  The uniform exchange will also be open in the cafeteria.  Bus schedules for Hamilton 

and Fairfield will be posted in the first floor hallway across from the 1
st
 grade classroom.  While 

you’re here, be sure to pick up your family packet from Mrs. Luebbe, who will be stationed in 

the hallway outside the office.  This is an informal, open house-type setting so you can come and 

go as you please.  Whether you stay for a short time or the entire two hours, we hope to see 

everyone on the 27
th

! 

 

You can find information concerning the school calendar, arrival/dismissal procedures, school 

dress code, volunteer policy, spirit wear, and lots of other pertinent information at 

www.stpeterinchains.org .  We will resume sending The Link, our school newsletter, on 

Thursdays, beginning the first week of school.  The Link Express, an informational bulletin will 

be sent out most weeks, with the full version going out at the beginning of each month. 

 

Parents are able to log on to Option C, our data management system, for checking your child’s 

daily progress, keeping up with assignments, and ordering lunch.  Mrs. Reimer will be available 

at Get the Scoop in the library/computer lab area to assist parents with their Option C accounts. 

 

 

Please mark your calendar for these important dates: 

Tuesday, August 27  Get the Scoop, 6-8pm 

Tuesday, September 3  First Day for Students, 7:30am-2:15pm 

    ***please note new school hours (gym doors open 7:10am,) 

Friday, September 6  All School Forms and Lunch Orders for September/October Due! 

    (September’s lunch will be a written form, October and later will 

  be ordered through your OptionC account.) 

Tuesday, September 10 Opening School Mass, 8am 

Monday, September 16 Hot Lunches Begin 

Tuesday, September 17 Meet the Teacher Night (Grades 1-8), 6:30pm, begins in the gym 

Thursday, September 26 School Pictures 

 

Finally, I’d like to thank you for your ongoing support of our parish, school, faculty, and most of 

all, for your children.  With all of us working together—parents, students, staff—our children 

will receive an excellent, Christ-centered, Catholic education here at St. Peter in Chains school.  

May God bless us with a joyful, safe, healthy, and successful school year! 

 

 

Sincerely Yours in Christ, 

 

 

Michael Collins 

http://www.stpeterinchains.org/

