
 "My teacher is a good teacher...she teaches us math, grammar, handwriting, religion, 

reading, social studies, and science. She has suggested different book series and has given me 

grades; but now it's my turn to give her a grade. I give her a 100%!" What a joy for a beloved 

teacher who has shown intense dedication to her class, her peers, the school, and the community to 

receive a "perfect grade" from one of her students!   

 The love and compassion she demonstrates for her second grade students is returned to her 

daily. A student commented: "She helps us learn, we do fun activities, we go on field trips, she 

gives us ice cream, and she makes learning fun!" This innovative teacher has positively influenced 

many young lives at a highly impressionable stage of their development, not only educationally but 

also spiritually and emotionally. She is greatly respected within our school community for her 

diligent efforts to support her peers and advance our school's curriculum and goals as she shapes 

young minds into independent, confident, expressive learners who are eagerly preparing to become 

compassionate, mature leaders within our community. 

 This experienced teacher begins each school day by arriving at 6:30 a.m., about one hour 

prior to the start of classes so she can prepare for the day, get organized, and focus her energy and 

thoughts on what she considers to be a primary focus of her life: her students. She is available to 

students, and they know they can talk to her about anything. She also makes great efforts to attend 

many of their extracurricular events to show her support for each of them, not only inside the 

classroom but also in their personal passions and interests.  

 Teaching multiple subjects, she prides herself in varying her lesson plans and strategies to 

keep the students' attention and spark their interests. She is respectful of all students, and she 

regularly attends workshops and classes to help her identify their individual needs. No matter their 

level, her personal growth expectations for each student are high, and she encourages them to step 

up to do what is necessary to accomplish their level of work. She often mentors students 

individually or during Homework Club after school, and she encourages gifted children with extra 



packets of work to help them excel in their strengths. Parents, who refer to her as being "very 

communicable," are appreciative of her efforts to evaluate students' abilities, helping parents 

recognize issues with their children as she works to bring out the best in each student.  

 One of her favorite challenges is our school's Accelerated Reader program. Working 

individually with students, she assigns personal goals which increase with each passing trimester. 

Inspired by this encouragement, at least one of her students typically scores in the top ten students 

from the entire school for overall Accelerated Reader points in any given year...quite an 

accomplishment! For this teacher, though, her greatest satisfaction in this recognition is knowing 

she is instilling a life-long love of reading in these children. 

 Another favorite aspect of this teacher's career has been shaping the faith lives of her 

students. She loves the excitement and anticipation the students have as they explore new topics and 

discuss Jesus in preparation for the Sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion. 

She dearly respects the awe of the students during both their open discussions and when they 

receive the Sacraments for the first time. Knowing she has opened their eyes to Jesus and faith in 

Him, she is most moved by the emotion exhibited by the students; sometimes they cry from the joy 

of going to First Reconciliation or receiving Holy Communion for the first time. Seeing their 

emotion and knowing they fully understand these central components of their faith connects this 

teacher to her students on a deep emotional level, and the students simply love her. 

 This innovative teacher regularly tries to develop new strategies and stay current with 

teaching styles. She is looking forward to implementing Chromebook technology in her classroom 

and plans to expand her teaching techniques by attending Southwestern Ohio Instructional 

Technology Association (SOITA) training. She has also attended workshops for  Language Arts and 

other disciplines and will attend two this summer for Science as well as Religion for the Theology 

of the Body.  She also regularly teaches religious programming during summer.  



 Her peers highly respect this teacher and her desire to go above and beyond her duties in the 

classroom. A fellow teacher commented, "It is a great pleasure to work with her. She brings positive 

energy to every situation, is very professional and always prepared for her students. She has high 

expectations for students and engages them long after they have advanced from her classroom. She 

is fully involved in every aspect of our school community and is always open to learning new 

techniques." As the Lead Teacher, she assumes responsibility as the faculty member to make 

decisions and take action in the absence of the building administrator. She also served as the co-

chair of the OCSAA Accreditation Strategic Planning Team for the past two years, which has 

included the time-consuming task of gathering and organizing detailed information for four lengthy 

reports toward the goal of earning the distinction of Full Accreditation. And we are very proud that, 

thanks to her efforts, this goal was reached on the first submission attempt within this five-year 

process. The staff is very appreciative of her willingness to serve as the Local Professional 

Development Committee (LPDC) Coordinator for the past five years, helping peers set personal 

goals and submitting their licensing paperwork. In addition, by attending monthly Parent Teacher 

Organization meetings, she stays current with all school activities and regularly offers her support.  

 Our school principal captured the essence of this teacher's nature by saying, "She is a 

dedicated educator who works diligently and passionately for the students she serves. She maintains 

high standards in her classroom and has a gift for empowering students to reach their fullest 

potential, and she does so with a vibrant, jovial wit. She is a proactive communicator with parents 

and school staff, which is extremely beneficial in promoting student success. She is passionate 

about academics and models a joyful spirituality as she teaches the Catholic faith to our youth." 

 Our community is better thanks to the inspiration and enthusiasm of this dynamic educator 

who is positively influencing many lives. Her personal commitment to education is commendable, 

and we are very grateful for her tireless efforts to faithfully empower young people to set and 

surpass their goals, care for others, and better their community. We feel blessed to have her! 


